
UNAPPROVED 
 
 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE LA MIRADA YOUTH COUNCIL 

JUNE 26, 2024 
 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of the La Mirada Youth Council 
was called to order at 6:30 p.m. at the La Mirada 
Resource Center, 13710 La Mirada Boulevard,  
La Mirada, California 90638. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
ROLL CALL   Present: Member   Isabelle Alejandre   

Member   Ethan Hall  
Member  Emma Vanden Dries 
Member-at-Large  Katherine Jimenez   
Member-at-Large  Madison Souza  
Alternate   Daniel Morales   
  

Absent: Member  Lianna Blancoromero  
Alternate   Miso Hong              

 
Staff:          Paul Castillo, Community Services Supervisor 
  Celeste Santarrosa, Senior Recreation Leader  
   

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
None 
 
REORGANIZATION 
 
1. REORGANIZATION OF THE YOUTH COUNCIL 
 
Community Services Supervisor Paul Castillo reported on the procedure for the 
reorganization of the Youth Council. He opened the floor for nominations for Chairman.  
 
Youth Council Member-at-Large Souza moved and Youth Council Member 
Alejandre seconded to elect Youth Council Member Alejandre as Chairman of the 
Youth Council. 
 
MOTION CARRIED BY THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 
AYES:  Youth Council Members Alejandre, Hall, Vanden Dries, Members-at-

Large Jimenez, Souza Alternate Member Morales 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:  Member Blancoromero, Alternate Hong 
ABSTAIN: None  
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Chairman Alejandre opened the floor for nominations for the Vice Chairman of the 
Youth Council.  
 
Youth Council Chairman Alejandre moved and Youth Council Member-at-Large 
Souza seconded to elect Member-at-Large Souza as Vice Chairman of the Youth 
Council.  
 
MOTION CARRIED BY THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 
AYES:  Youth Council Members Alejandre, Hall, Vanden Dries, Members-at-

Large Jimenez, Souza Alternate Member Morales 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:  Member Blancoromero, Alternate Member Hong 
ABSTAIN: None  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
2. CONCERTS UNDER THE STARS AND NIGHT MARKET 
 
Community Services Supervisor Castillo reported on the Concerts Under the Stars and 
Night Market. He reported the events would begin on June 13 and continue through 
August 15 at La Mirada Regional Park. He reported on the band lineup and food options 
that would be available.  
 
Vice Charman Souza, Member-at-Large Jimenez and Member Vanden Dries reported 
they have never attended a concert in the park.  
 
Chairman Alejandre, Member Hall and Alternate Morales reported they have attended 
Concerts Under the Stars in the past. They said they enjoy seeing friends and like the 
atmosphere and that the event brings the whole community together. They said they 
enjoyed all aspects of the event and don’t see any need for changes to the event. 
 
Chairman Alejandre suggested staff administer a survey of residents to identify what 
genre of music is desired for future concerts. She suggested the survey be digital. 
Community Services Supervisor Castillo responded and thanked Chairman Alejandre for 
her suggestion. Mr. Castillo said City staff currently distribute surveys during the concerts 
that ask attendees to rank the current concert and provide suggestions for future concerts. 
Senior Recreation Leader Celeste Santarrosa suggested a QR code leading to the survey 
be made available for patrons to scan at the City information booth and on large A-frames 
throughout the event.  
 
Alternate Member Morales suggested social media posts on Instagram and Facebook 
with the concert survey to be used to more respondents. 
 
Chairman Alejandre and Vice Chairman Souza suggested indie-pop alternative bands 
be considered for future concerts to attract more youth. 
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Alternate Member Morales recommended classic rock bands be considered for 
upcoming concerts. 
 
Member Vanden Dries suggested pop style bands similar to Sabrina Carpender be 
added to the lineup next year. 

 
3. STROLL IN THE PARK 
 
Community Services Supervisor Castillo reported on the Stroll in the Park event. He said 
the event would be held on Thursday, July 25 from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Creek Park. 
He reported the event would feature three live music bands and the Night Market food 
vendors. He reported the event would also feature fun activities for children and the 
City’s historical timeline. Mr. Castillo explained the structure of the various City 
departments and their roles and responsibilities and how several departments 
participate in effectively coordinating the Stroll in the Park event. Mr. Castillo discussed 
the history of the event and explained the difference between the Stroll in the Park and 
the Concerts Under the Stars events. He invited Youth Council Members to attend the 
event and volunteer. 
 
Chairman Alejandre and Member Hall said they have both attended the Stroll in the 
Park in the past and enjoyed it. The remainder of the Youth Council Members reported 
they have not yet attended a Stroll in the Park event; however, they are looking forward 
to attending this year. 

 
4. 2024 INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION EVENT 
 
Community Services Supervisor Castillo reported on the Independence Celebration event 
to be held on Wednesday, July 3 from 4 to 9:30 p.m. at La Mirada Regional Park. He 
reported the event would include live musical performances from country band, Brad 
Johnson & the Killing Time Band, and Rhythm and blues funk band, Remix. The event 
will also include food vendors, a patriotic program, and a spectacular fireworks display. 
He reported this year’s event includes an enhanced budget for an improved fireworks 
show. He reported on the budget for the event and discussed the various components 
that make up the budget for the event including staffing, public safety, signage, 
transportation, rentals, entertainment and the pyrotechnic cost. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION REPORT 
None 
 
YOUTH COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Chairman Alejandre reported she’ll be entering the 10th grade this coming school year 
and is currently enrolled in a world history summer class. She said she enjoys her 
participation in the engineering program she’s involved in. 
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Member-at-Large Souza reported she will be entering the 10th grade this coming school 
year and is looking forward to her family summer camping trip near Lake Tahoe. 
 
Alternate Member Morales reported he’ll be entering the 11th grade this coming school 
year. He said he participates as a volunteer with the City as a Leader in Training and is 
looking forward to an upcoming Boy Scout trip. 
 
Member Hall reported he’ll be entering the 8th grade this coming school year. He said 
he’s looking forward to an upcoming Boy Scout camping trip and a trip to Washington 
with this family this summer. 
 
Member-at-Large Jimenez reported she’ll be entering the 11th grade this coming school 
year. She said she’s a member of a swim team and enjoys swimming practice mornings 
and evenings and is looking forward to a family vacation to Hawaii this summer. 
 
Member Vanden Dries reported she’ll be entering the 7th grade this coming school year 
and is planning trips to Pismo Beach and Santa Monica this summer. 
 
STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Community Services Supervisor Castillo reported on youth sports leagues and staff’s 
continued efforts to coordinate the upcoming the various summer events.  
 
Senior Recreation Leader Santarrosa reported she was recently promoted to her new 
position and is enthusiastic about assisting with the Youth Council and Leaders In Training 
program.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting was adjourned 7:17 p.m.    
 
Submitted:      Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________  _______________________ 
Paul Castillo      Isabelle Alejandre  
Community Services Supervisor   Chairman 


