
UNAPPROVED 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE LA MIRADA YOUTH COUNCIL 

AUGUST 28, 2024 
 

CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of the La Mirada Youth Council 
was called to order at 6:33 p.m. at the La Mirada 
Resource Center, 13710 La Mirada Boulevard, La 
Mirada, California 90638. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
ROLL CALL   Present: Vice Chairman Madison Souza 

Member Ethan Hall 
Member Emma Vanden Dries 
Member-at-Large Katherine Jimenez  
Alternate Member Daniel Morales 

   
Absent:  Chairman Isabelle Alejandre 
  Member Lianna Blancoromero 
  Alternate Member Miso Hong 
 
Staff:          Paul Castillo, Community Services Supervisor 
  Celeste Santarrosa, Senior Recreation Leader I 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
1. MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF JULY 31, 2024 
 
Vice Chairman Souza moved and Member Vanden Dries seconded to approve the 
minutes of the regular meeting of July 31, 2024. 
 
MOTION CARRIED BY THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 
AYES:  Vice Chairman Souza, Member-at-Large Jimenez, Member Hall, 

Alternate Member Morales, Member Vanden Dries 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:  Chairman Alejandre, Member Blancoromero, Alternate Member Hong 
ABSTAIN: None 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
2. 2024 HALLOWEENFEST  
 
Community Services Supervisor Paul Castillo reported on the Halloweenfest that will take 
place Thursday, October 31 at Neff Park. He encouraged Members to participate by 
volunteering for the event. Vice Chairman Souza, Member-at-Large Jimenez, and 
Member Vanden Dries expressed an interest in volunteering. 
 
Member Vanden Dries suggested Youth Council display teal pumpkins to highlight 
inclusive trick-or-treating for children with food allergies.  
 
3. COMMUNITY HEALTH INFORMATION AND SAFETY 
 
Community Services Supervisor Castillo reported on the Community Health Information 
and Safety Fair that will take place Wednesday, September 18 at the La Mirada Activity 
Center. He reported that the event would feature wellness demonstrations, free health 
screenings and informational booths. 
 
Member Vanden Dries suggested Youth Council host its own booth for children with 
allergies or raise awareness regarding teen mental health. Community Services 
Supervisor Castillo thanked Member Vanden Dries for her suggestion. Mr. Castillo asked 
members if they had any other suggestions. 
 
Member-at-Large Jimenez suggested vision screenings for youth with glasses or 
contacts. 
 
Vice Chairman Souza suggested the event offer hearing screenings for youth. 
 
Senior Recreation Leader Santarrosa asked members to suggest ways to attract teens 
to attend the Community Health event.  
 
Member-at-Large Jimenez and Alternate Member Morales suggested selling food at the 
event to attract youth.  
 
Member Hall suggested adding live music for entertainment.  
 
Vice Chairman Souza suggested adding a contest or competition activity to the event to 
help increase teen participation.  
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION REPORT 
 
None 
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YOUTH COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Member-at-Large Jimenez reported on her Pre Calc-Mathematics test and AP Chemistry 
test.  
 
Member Hall reported History class. 
 
Vice Chairman Souza reported on preparing for the Bio Med test. She also reported on 
the three students that expressed an interest in joining the City’s Youth in Government 
program. 
 
Member Vanden Dries reported on taking a history test and making new friends this 
semester.  
 
Alternate Member Morales said he spoke with his school counselor to modify his class 
schedule. 
 
STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Community Services Supervisor Castillo reported on working on creating a timeline for 
recreational programs and special event dates for the 2025 La Mirada Living newsletter. 
 
Senior Recreation Leader Santarrosa reported on planning an upcoming workshop for 
the Leaders in Training program.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
Submitted:      Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________  _______________________ 
Paul Castillo      Madison Souza 
Community Services Supervisor   Vice Chairman 
 


